
Thank you for the chance to speak to the Scrutiny Committee.

Iʼm here to ask the Scrutiny Committee to use your power to stop the 
consultation now, on the grounds that the proposed Right Care Right Place 

Right Time Programme is not fit for purpose and would damage the NHS  
services that the people of Calderdale and Huddersfield rely on, both for their 

health care and, in many cases, for employment.

Iʼm chair of Calderdale and Kirklees 999 Call for the NHS, a group that 
campaigns to stop and reverse NHS cuts and privatisation, and to restore the 

NHS as a publicly owned, publicly run, comprehensive, universal health 
service that is free at the point of need and that the Secretary of State has a 

duty to provide.  

But today Iʼm speaking in a purely personal capacity as a Calderdale 
resident, because  the group havenʼt had time to meet and agree this 

statement.

I understand from a barrister from whom Iʼve been taking advice about the 
lawfulness of the proposed changes, that  the Joint Health Scrutiny 

Committee has the authority and power to stop these proposals - for example 
via an injunction - if they find evidence that theyʼre not fit for purpose, or that 

NHS organisations have broken the law - for example by predetermining the 
outcome of a consultation.  

The barrister told me that Kirklees and Calderdale Councilsʼ  in-house 

lawyers will have legal information about this Committeeʼs considerable 
powers and how to use them.
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There is no question that both Councils have already found that the Right 

Care Right Place Right Time proposals  - which are shortly to come to public 
consultation, if the Scrutiny Committee were to agree - are not fit for purpose 

for the people of either Calderdale or Kirklees. Both Councils have passed 
motions rejecting these proposals. 

Iʼm aware that since Calderdale Council unanimously passed its motion 

rejecting the Right Care Right Place Right Time proposals, the preferred 
option for the locations of the A&E and Acute hospital and of the planned care 

hospital has switched.  I hope that Calderdale Council recognises that what 
was unacceptable for them - including the threatened loss of their A&E - is 

just as unacceptable now that itʼs another town thatʼs faced with the loss of its 
A&E. 

SInce both Councils have found these proposals to be unfit for purpose, and 

since I understand that the Joint Scrutiny Committee has the power and 
authority to stop the consultation going ahead through an injunction, on the 

grounds that the proposals to be consulted upon are unfit for purpose, I am 
here to ask you to use this power and authority, which I believe it is your duty 

to do.

Jenny Shepherd 29.1.2016  Statement to Calderdale and Kirklees Joint 
Health Scrutiny Meeting 

Webcast of meeting 
http://www.kirklees.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/208075

Agenda and links to documents here:
https://democracy.kirklees.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=144&MId=4915
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