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Dear Jason
 
Thank you for your email of 29 April to Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP, on behalf of your 
constituent Chrissie Parker and others, about Covid-19 related funding for Kirklees Council. I 
am writing on behalf of the Minister for Housing, Communities and Local Government to 
respond to your query.

I understand the concerns that you and your constituents have raised and I am grateful for 
the hard work of elected members and officers across the country in responding to this 
unprecedented national emergency. 

We have now made £3.2 billion available to local authorities through an un-ringfenced grant 
so they can address the pressures they are facing in response the COVID-19 pandemic, 
across all service areas.   

The package recognises the additional costs and pressures on finances councils are facing 
as a result of the current crisis, including a reduction in sales, fees and charges during the 
lockdown period.  It demonstrates the Government’s commitment to making sure councils, 
including upper and lower tier authorities, have the resources they need to support their 
communities through this challenging time.   

The second wave of funding will be paid in May as an un-ringfenced amount, recognising 
local authorities are best placed to decide how to meet the major Covid-19 service pressures 
in their local area.  

We recognise there may be some impact on councils’ income during the lockdown period, 
including an immediate reduction in receipts of sales, fees and charges, which are likely to 
particularly affect district councils. The 65:35 split in allocations between counties and 
districts in two-tier areas is designed to reflect this and provides significantly more funding to 
district councils than the first wave of funding. Across both waves of funding, almost 70% of 
district councils will receive £1 million or more in support.

In addition, the Local Government Secretary has also taken a number of measures to 
support immediate cash flow concerns, most recently deferring £2.6 billion in local authority 
payments of the Central Share of retained business rates and making an upfront payment of 
£850m in social care grants this month.  Central Share payments due to government in April, 
May and June will instead be spread over the second half of the year.



TEMPLATE FRAMEWORK – NOT TO BE USED FOR SUBMISSION 
OF DRAFT ANSWERS

The £850 million in social care grants for both adult and children’s services was paid in April 
up front, rather than monthly in April, May and June.  This will help provide immediate 
support for core frontline social care services, giving councils the financial space to prioritise 
their coronavirus response and support the most vulnerable.

The Government recognises the impacts that Covid-19 is having on the sector’s finances and 
capacity, during this uncertain time. I am grateful to councils who have submitted monitoring 
returns to officials at MHCLG; this information will help us understand the implications of the 
pandemic on councils across the country. 

This is a significant package of support which responds to the range of pressures councils 
have told us they are facing and and we will continue to work together over the coming 
weeks to ensure they are managing as the pandemic progresses.

With thanks again for writing in on these important matters. 
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