
Chris Grayling MP’s reply to the Don’t Blow It! letter sent by his constituents

STARTS

Thank you for your message. I hope you are well. 

I do not know where this particular campaign comes from, but I would assure you that 
this is complete nonsense. The Bill does nothing of the sort. What it does is start the 
process of integrating health and social care, something which medical practitioners have 
been calling for for years. The reforms in it are, according to the leadership of the NHS, 
what they have been asking for. 

Don’t take my word for it, and instead just have a look at what the head of the NHS said 
to a parliamentary committee in March about the plans.

“We’ve been working so closely for a number of years now with colleagues across the 
health service and our broader partners, so genuinely I think this is unusual – if not unique 
– in terms of having come from the NHS as a series of asks to parliament rather than 
something parliament is imposing on the NHS.”

Sir Simon Stevens – Health and Social Care Committee – 9 March 2021 

It does not involve privatisation. It does not involve turning the NHS into something that 
can be managed by health insurers.  

In short, it is absolute rubbish. There are no plans to privatise the NHS. And this 
Government is providing it with more money than ever before. 

ENDS

Don’t Blow It! rebuttal: 

1) There is no substantive evidence of any improvements to the quality and sustainability 
of NHS services and patient outcomes as a result of the integration of the NHS, Local 
Government and other partners including the voluntary and community sector, (Section 
1a, pages 1-3, fact check doc)

2) It is hardly reassuring that the Health and Care Bill delivers on NHS England's 
proposals for reform in its Long Term Plan, or that the former Chief Executive of NHS 
England supports the Bill. As the former CEO of the Medicare business of the world’s 
largest health insurance company United Health (2020 revenue, $251.08 bn) and 
President of its Global Health division, Simon Stevens, the former NHS England Chief 
Exec, took every opportunity to open up the NHS to United Health and to impose the 
USA Medicare/Medicaid public/private health insurance model onto it. 

Given this history, it is incredible that Chris Grayling alleges that the NHS Bill “does not 
involve turning the NHS into something that can be managed by health insurers.”    
(Section 1b, pages 3-4, fact check doc)

https://companiesmarketcap.com/united-health/revenue/
https://companiesmarketcap.com/united-health/revenue/


3) With regard to the Government's NHS funding commitments: 

3.1 The £33.9 billion NHS funding by 2023/24 is the 5 year NHS Long Term Plan funding 
settlement announced in 2019.

As Sally Gainsbury at the Nuffield Trust has pointed out, it is “patently not true” that the 
NHS Long Term Plan settlement was a generous one, relative to the demands and 
costs in the NHS. https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/news-item/checking-the-nhs-reality-
the-true-state-of-the-health-services-finances 

The NHS Long Term Plan settlement followed nearly 10 years of brutal underfunding of 
the NHS – and all other public services – based on Osborne’s austerity policy.  This 
was a political choice not an economic necessity – and it’s been killing people. 

Despite the government’s “extra” funding for the NHS Long Term Plan, NHS England/
Improvement have continued to tighten the financial screws on local NHS 
organisations – more info here.The extra NHS funding is not enough to make up for 
nearly a decade of damaging underfunding – more info here.  (Section 5.1, pages 9-10, 
fact check doc)

3.2 The new "Health and Social Care Levy" will raise almost £36 billion over the next three 
years through an increase in National Insurance contributions. 

The Government rushed through the Health and Social Care Levy Bill in just one day, 
only a week after announcing the policy. The Hansard Society has published a highly 
critical statement, while Sally Gainsbury at the Nuffield Trust has number-crunched the 
extra funding from the Health and Social Care Levy, as follows: 

"Of  the  net ~£30bn the government says it will raise for health and social care in 
England over the next 3 yrs, ~£5bn of that will go on giving the NHS a funding increase 
in line with the past settlement. But that will leave ~£9bn over 3 yrs going to the DHSC 
to fund stuff that isn’t the NHS – that’s a huge increase (~40%) on a normally quite 
small budget. Almost all of that will be for the ongoing costs of covid: vaccines, T&T. 
But we might hope those costs are largely diminished by the end of 2023. Where will 
the extra tax receipts go then?" (Section 5.iii, pages 14-16, fact check doc)

4) With regard to privatisation,  Chris Grayling MP might want to consider the fact that the 
private company Totally Ltd has identified a "massive market opportunity" in the 
integrated care systems’ shift of services out of hospitals and has quickly moved to “to 
build and develop a high quality diversified out-of-hospital UK healthcare services 
group… from diagnosis through to discharge.” They are not the only one. Another fact 
is that corporate interests are now enmeshed in the NHS, through new business 
alliances aimed at what Ernst and Young calls ‘capturing value from the human body as 
data platform’ . The 10 year NHS Long Term Plan is crucial to the promotion of these 
new business alliances and the Health and Care Bill would put this on a statutory basis. 
(Section 3, pages 5-7, fact check doc) 

https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/news-item/checking-the-nhs-reality-the-true-state-of-the-health-services-finances
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/news-item/checking-the-nhs-reality-the-true-state-of-the-health-services-finances
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/news-item/checking-the-nhs-reality-the-true-state-of-the-health-services-finances
https://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/news-item/checking-the-nhs-reality-the-true-state-of-the-health-services-finances
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/tory-austerity-deaths-study-report-people-die-social-care-government-policy-a8057306.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/tory-austerity-deaths-study-report-people-die-social-care-government-policy-a8057306.html
https://calderdaleandkirklees999callforthenhs.wordpress.com/2016/11/13/stop-slash-trash-and-privatise-demo-demands-end-to-public-spending-cuts-and-privatisation-now/
https://calderdaleandkirklees999callforthenhs.wordpress.com/2016/11/13/stop-slash-trash-and-privatise-demo-demands-end-to-public-spending-cuts-and-privatisation-now/
https://calderdaleandkirklees999callforthenhs.wordpress.com/2019/08/17/demand-adequate-funding-for-the-nhs-and-an-end-to-the-imposition-of-usa-market-based-integrated-care/
https://calderdaleandkirklees999callforthenhs.wordpress.com/2019/08/17/demand-adequate-funding-for-the-nhs-and-an-end-to-the-imposition-of-usa-market-based-integrated-care/
https://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/blog/the-health-and-social-care-levy-bill-four-questions-about-scrutiny-and
https://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/blog/the-health-and-social-care-levy-bill-four-questions-about-scrutiny-and
https://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/blog/the-health-and-social-care-levy-bill-four-questions-about-scrutiny-and
https://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/blog/the-health-and-social-care-levy-bill-four-questions-about-scrutiny-and
https://calderdaleandkirklees999callforthenhs.wordpress.com/2018/01/28/out-of-hospital-services-across-england-are-shareholders-gambling-chip/
https://calderdaleandkirklees999callforthenhs.wordpress.com/2018/01/28/out-of-hospital-services-across-england-are-shareholders-gambling-chip/
https://calderdaleandkirklees999callforthenhs.wordpress.com/2019/06/14/nhs-long-term-plan-gives-a-big-shove-to-revolving-door-between-global-companies-and-nhs-quangos/
https://calderdaleandkirklees999callforthenhs.wordpress.com/2019/06/14/nhs-long-term-plan-gives-a-big-shove-to-revolving-door-between-global-companies-and-nhs-quangos/


ENDS

You can download the Don’t Blow It! Fact Check Document from the bottom of the 
CK999 blog post, “The Amended Health and Care Bill is just as bad as the original 
version”


