
NHS Contracts with voluntary and community enterprises more than doubled from 
2016-2020 

Health and social care is by far the biggest sector for awards of public contracts to Voluntary and 
Community organisations and Social Enterprises (VCSEs). 


From 2016-2020, VCSEs were awarded HSC contracts worth £11.6bn - 24% of the total value of 
contracts awarded in the sector, according to a report the government commissioned from the 
Tussell Trust.  (However, we are not sure that the amount for the total health and social care 
contracts used to make this calculation is correct - please see our NHS Privatisation estimate )


The Tussell Trust Report shows that NHS contracts with VCSEs rose from £0.6bn worth of 
contracts (10% of the total) in 2016 to £2bn in 2020 (23% of the total). 


Value of VCSE contracts with NHS April 2016- March 2020 



This does not include Local Authority contracts with VCSEs, many of which are for social care and 
public health services.


£13.6bn worth of health and social care contracts were awarded in 2019/20 and £3.6bn of them 
were awarded to VCSEs - marginally more than the £3.4bn worth of contracts VCSEs gained in 
the sector the year before.


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1069635/UK_Public_Sector_Procurement_through_VCSEs.pdf
https://calderdaleandkirklees999callforthenhs.wordpress.com/2019/08/22/james-corbett-is-walking-400-miles-to-reinstate-our-nhs4all/


Local Government and the NHS award the bulk of health and social care contracts. VCSEs win a 
higher proportion of these contracts by value than by volume, implying they are winning more 
valuable contracts in this space than other types of supplier.


Biggest VCSE suppliers by value in HSC sector 

Sirona Care & Heath CIC is the biggest VCSE supplier by value in the health and social care 
sector, primarily thanks to a £1bn, ten year contract with NHS South, Central and West CSU for 
adult community health services awarded in 2019. Another very large contract awarded to a VCSE 
in this period is the £704m contract awarded by the Leicestershire City Council to Barnardo's in 
2018 for the 'Children's Innovation Partnership’.












